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A NEW SILVER CATHETER.

HAVING frequently met with difficulty in withdrawing
urine from the bladder of patients suffering from retention
due to stricture, enlarged prostate, &c., owing to the eyes of
the ordinary silver catheters becoming blocked with blood-
clot during their passage through the urethra, I have devised
a new instrument to cope with this difficulty, whilst at the
same time it possesses a great advantage over the ordinary
catheter in that the inside of the instrument can be properly
cleaned and rendered absolutely aseptic.
The principle of the instrument can be at once seen from

the accompanying illustration and, briefly, its construction
differs from the ordinary catheter in that the last half-inch of
the instrument is continuous with the stilette and not with
the catheter itself. By this means it can be moved in or out
of position by pulling or pushing the end of the stilette and
thus there is no necessity for any opening in the side of the
instrument.
To use the catheter the stilette is pulled upon until the

distal end is in position and the instrument is then passed
into the bladder. By pushing on the end of the stilette the
end of the catheter is now displaced and the urine is

drawn off ; the end of the instrument is then replaced
and the catheter is withdrawn.

The advantages claimed for this
new instrument over the present
type are :-1. The absolute impos-
sibility of the catheter becoming
obstructed with blood-clot or other

foreign material during its passage
into the bladder, for during this
manipulation there is no opening
whatever in the instrument. 2. The
ease with which the flow can be

regulated according to the distance
the stilette is moved. 3. The ra-
pidity with which the bladder can
be emptied owing to the larger open-
ing when the end is thoroughly dis-
placed. (N.B.-In testing this in-
strument I found that a No. 12
ordinary silver catheter occupied 41
seconds in emptying one pint of

water, whilst with this instrument
(also a No. 12) it was done in 30

seconds.) 4. Supposing the eyes of
the ordinary instrument to become
obstructed with blood-clot in the
bladder there is no way of re-

moving it excepting by taking out
the instrument altogether, whilst if
the open end of this instrument
becomes so blocked the clot can be
broken up by alternately shutting
and opening the end by means of
the stilette and without taking the
catheter out. 5 Its greater adapta-
bility to asepsis, for when the instru-
ment has been used the end is
unscrewed and the small button

(B) is taken off the stilette.
The stilette is then withdrawn

by means of the end A and
the inside of the catheter is

thoroughly washed by a stream of
water. The stilette is then replaced and the end C is
screwed on. A piece of gauze is afterwards passed through
C and the stilette is again withdrawn, carrying the gauze
with it which thoroughly dries the inside.
As yet I have only had the opportunity of using the

instrument in a small number of cases, but in all of
these it has answered admirably and has quite fulfilled all
my expectations.

In conclusion I have to say that the drawing has been
prepared and the instrument has been made by Messrs. Down
Bros., Limited, of St. Thomas’s-street, Borough, London,
S.E., from whom it can be obtained.

STANLEY RAW,
Senior Resident Medical Officer, Sunderland Infirmary.

A SEPTOTOME FOR USE IN MOURE’S AND OTHER
OPERATIONS FOR DEFLECTION OF THE

TRIANGULAR CARTILAGE.

THIS instrument is a pair of detachable cutting forceps
adapted from existing patterns, but specially devised to

amplify the applicability of Moure’s valuable operation for
the rectification of the various forms of deflection or

deviation of the nasal septum. The blades are modified

from those of Moure’s scissors from which they differ in

being narrower and symmetrical ; their cutting edges are

but slightly divergent above and they are obtuse-somewhat
probe-pointed-at the extremity. The consequence is that

these blades can enter contracted foss&aelig; and be insinuated
to the required depth without endangering the folds of
the limen vestibuli or the inferior turbinals, whilst the
heels are sufficiently apart to clear the septum mobile.
The shanks are much less curved or bowed, and at their
junction with the blades there is no bending on the
flat; in fact the remainder of the instrument closely
follows the straight cutting forceps of Asch, but there
is an addition of two powerful springs, and the result

of the combination is a simple and handy septotome which
works well in practice. The springs insure the disengage-
ment of the blades after closure upon the septum, an action
which greatly facilitates an extension of the primary incision,
especially of the maxillary one towards the naso-pharynx,
upon which, I think, so much of the success of the operation
often depends. Strength is secured by the Asch form of
handles, whereas the absence of an angle in the shanks,
combined with symmetry in the blades, helps to maintain
precision in keeping the line. For better adaptation to
different requirements-such as the age of the patient, the
fancy of the operator, and other conditions-the septotome
can be had in three sizes, varying only in the length of the
blades, No. 1 measuring half an inch, No. 2 three-quarters
of an inch, and No. 3 seven-eighths of an inch (13, 1’8, and
2’3 centimetres respectively). Of these No. 1 has, perhaps,
the widest application, but the medium size answers in

nearly every case, and the length from pivot to point of.
blade is the same in all. The septotome was made for me
by Messrs. Mayer and Meltzer.
Henrietta-street, W.

L. HEMINGTON PEGLER.

Looking Back.
FROM

THE LANCET, SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 1825.

REVIEW.1

A Treatise on Moxa, as applicable more particularly to Stiff
Joints. By JAMES BOYLE, Esq., Surgeon of the Middlesex
Infirmary, &c. 8vo. pp. 168. London, 1825. Callow and
Wilson.

THE use of this species of cautery appears to have originated
with the Japanese, by whom, and other Oriental nations, it
has been much employed. The origin of the term Moxa has
been a frequent subject of dispute among etymologists ; but
if it be not immediately derived from a word in the Japanese,
nothing more than ingenious conjecture can establish its

origin from other tongues. In France, the publication of
Baron Larry’s work on the subject procured it the sanction of
many members of the profession; but, in England, little

1 A portion only has been transcribed.
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encouragement has yet been given to a practice which, to say ’,
the least of it, is decidedly unpopular, and opposed to the
feelings and opinions of our countrymen.
We shall now extract from the author’s book a part of the

History of Moxa, which will show well enough the progress
it has made and the class of practitioners by whom it has
been most employed.

"The word moxa, according to the inhabitants of China
and Japan, designates a cylinder formed of a cottonous

species of mugwort (Artemisia Chinensis). The date of its
first introduction into notice, aa a therapeutical agent, is not
to be found amongst the records of its history ; but at the
earliest period to which it can be traced, it was considered
an infallible remedy in the cure of many diseases,
particularly gout, chronic rheumatism, and nervous

disorders.
From China and Japan moxa was introduced into the

western part of the continent of Asia ; thence, amongst the
Chaldeans and Egyptians, by whom, in progress of time, its
use was in some degree modified. From these ancient
nations this heroic remedy was conveyed into Europe, where,
occasionally, or rather in proportion to the success of the

practitioner who employed it, its virtues have been recog-
nised or discredited. Its efficacy, however, has been

acknowledged by almost every nation ; yet the mode of

preparing it for use, as well as the manner of applying it,
have much varied.
The Chinese formed a small pyramid, by rubbing the

dried leaves of the mugwort between the hands, for the

purpose of obtaining the cotton from the fibrous part; a

little very fine tow being made to project from its summit,
which latter being lighted, the material was allowed to burn
down gently. The Indian, were accustomed to form theirs
of a specie?, of rush, which was permitted to burn down in
the same manner. The Persians employed goat’s dung,
dried and rolled into cylinders. The Armenians, the agaric
of the oak. The Thessalonians made use of a particular
moss. The Laplanders employed birch wood, in a rotten
and phosphorescent state. The Egyptians, we have reason
to believe, were the first who had recourse to cotton, and
the civilised nations of Europe have successively adopted
this material, with some modifications."

"Thevenot and Belloni inform us, that the Turks and
Armenians attach the greatest importance to moxa : and the
first historians, upon describing America, after the dis-

covery of the New World by Christopher Columbus, attest
that the employment of fire was not less known to the
inhabitants of that vast continent than to those of the old
world. "

" In the year 1755, the Academy of Surgeons in France,
with a view of ascertaining the real advantages of fire in the
healing art ; the cases in which it was most likely to be
successful ; and the most efficient mode of applying it, in-
stituted certain inquiries for the purpose. Professor Percy
was elected to report from experiment and practice. Various
modes of applying heat, from the concentrated rays of the
sun to the actual cautery, were put into requisition ; but as
a full detail of the measures adopted would be rather tedious
than useful, it may suffice to state here, that the investiga-
tion was favourable to the reputation and revival of this
ancient remedy. Thus was again brought forward the most
powerful and successful agent which we possess in the
treatment of chronic disease." "

To those persons who may wish to make trial of the moxa,
and to whom the work of BARON LARRY is maccessible, Mr.
BOYLE’S book may be of service. We think, however, that
the whole might have been embodied in a communication or
two to any respectable journal. It is obvious enough that
the remedy is of too painful a nature to be much employed
in private practice, and the trials which have been made of it
in our public hospitals have not demonstrated its superiority
to many other modes of procedure.

CRIMINAL STATISTICS.

THE first part of the " Criminal Statistics of England and I
Wales in 1901 " has been issued, prefaced with an introduc-
tion by Mr. H. B. Simpson, one of the chief clerks of the
Home Office. This gentleman observes that the figures for
1901, as compared with those for 1900, point to an increase

of crime which is unmistakeable but not of serious magni-
tude, and, further, that this has taken place both in the
case of indictable offences, which have of late years shown a
marked tendency to diminish, and also in the case of non-
indictable offences-that is to say, those dealt with at police-
courts, which since 1886 have more or less steadily increased.
In one class of offence this increase is attributed in part to
the creation of the new charge of habitual drunkenness and
also to the steady growth in the number of attempted
suicides which are brought to the cognisance of the courts.
Charges ot habitual drunkenness were made in 176 cases,
against 36 males and 140 females. Of these, one was with-
drawn, 156 resulted in summary conviction, and 19 of the
persons accused were committed for trial and convicted.
Turning to the tables which deal with coroners’ inquests
we find that the total number of inquests in 1901
was 37,184, held upon the bodies of 24,072 males and
13,112 females. This appears to be a pretty constant figure,
for comparison with the corresponding tables for 1900 and
1899 shows that the totals in those years were 37,076 and
37,026 respectively, while the males and females were

divided in practically corresponding proportions. The slight
increase observable in 1901 is more than accounted for by an
appreciably larger number of murders and suicides. In that

year coroners’ juries returned verdicts of murder in 208 cases,
as against 145 in 1900 and 142 in 1899, and of suicide

(omitting cases of felo-de-se) in 3057 cases, as against 2806
in 1900 and 2780 in 1899. In 37 of the cases of murder
the person whom the coroner’s jury found guilty
of the crime had taken his own life at the time
of the murder. It would be interesting to know, if the
information were obtainable, in how many of these cases
of murder and suicide committed simultaneously the cheap
revolver was responsible for the double tragedy and also
the part which it played in the suicides unaccompanied
by murder and in the accidental deaths. A table which
gives the number of inquests upon the bodies of children
suffocated whilst in bed with their parents or others
informs us that 1538 of these inquiries were held in 1901,
a smaller number than in either of the two preceding
years, and that in 1434 instances the verdict was "accidental
death." A verdict of murder was, however, found in
one instance, a verdict of manslaughter in four, and an
open verdict in 99. The increasing accommodation pro-
vided for habitual inebtiates and the increasing extent to
which advantage is taken of the law with regard to them are
shown by the figures relating to their reception in inebriate
reformatories. In 1899, the first year of these institutions,
only 88 persons were received into them ; in 1900, 144 ; and
in 1901, 204. A small increase is observable in the number
of criminal lunatics in detention. At the end of 1901 there
were 791 of these ; at the end of 1900, 770 ; and at the end
of 1899, 766. Most of these are persons ordered by the court
trying them to be detained during His Majesty’s pleasure.
In 88 cases, however, out of the total of 791, the prisoner
was certified insane before trial and in 73 after trial, so that
it will be seen that the interest of the State in the criminal’s
mental condition is not limited to the inquiry held or

omitted to be held when he is charged with an offence. The
total given, it will be observed, includes those previously
confined at Broadmoor and elsewhere, as well as those com-
mitted to asylums in the year under discussion. The number
of those confined as of unsound mind on the last day of 1901,
who had been so confined for one year or less, was 109 ;
on the corresponding dy of 1900 it was 89 ; and on
that of 1899 it was 77. With regard, however, to the

apparent increase in the number ot criminal lunatics as
shown by such returns as those before us, Mr. John
Macdonell, C. B , LL.D., who wrote the introduction to the
Criminal Statistics of 1899, thus recorded his opinion:
"It is often alleged that insanity is increasing, that juries
are more and more disposed, at all events in the case of
grave crimes, to find the accused insane and that con-

sequently an increased proportion of insanity among
criminals is to be expected. These statements are not
borne out by the available statistics on the subject. No
doubt there are several reasons why they should be read
with caution, one being the fact that there is no record
of persons who are tried summarily and found insane-
that is to say, no information as to nine-tenths of the persons
convicted. But so far as the available figures go they show
no increase of insanity in the criminal classes, or, to be more
accurate, in the disposition to find insanity as a concomitant
of crime." 


